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Score and parts: $28.00 (4/2001)

SOFIAPHONY

for Saxophone Quartet, SATB

Philip Orr

Owing its inspiration to Eastern European rather than Western European influences,
Sofiaphony calls for a tonal concept different from that of French classical or American
popular works; the words "robust" and "extroverted" would be characteristic, but without
(or with little) vibrato.

Movement | is quite vocal in character, with exultant, heroic declamations in various
instrument combinations and tempi. The various meter changes are an attempt to
impart the feeling of detachment from metrical emphasis: the emphasis should be more
on breathing than tapping. Movement Il presents first a stepping, then a stomping, folk
dance. Movement Il calls for subtone throughout, requiring as little tonal differentiation
between the four instruments as possible, in an evocation of echoing prayers.
Movement IV is strong and powerful and needs to feel driven from start to finish.
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Sofiaphony

Saxophone Quartet, SATB, in Four Movements

Philip Orr
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Soprano begins in a fluid, chant-like tempo, breathing (or "lifting") as needed at the ticks, but breathing and
pausing at the full barlines. Each succeeding player enters where indicated, performing in like manner, in

similar tempi rubato, always ppp. The overall effect should be one of aleatoric reverberation.

SORRY - No MIDI for
this movement.
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